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PASSION STATEMENT
The Guiding Light Recovery Program is fully 
committed to its rehabilitation strategy. We 
are passionate about what we do and about 
the power of our method to transform lives. 
Where other programs and ministries try to do 
many things and end up delivering lackluster 
results, Guiding Light Recovery does one thing 
and does it well. Any man coming to us for 
recovery can expect to receive three free gifts: 

1. The time, space, and place to heal 

2. A thorough introduction to the West 
Michigan recovery community 

3. An opportunity to engage and re-engage 
with his own spiritual journey 

CRITERIA FOR ADMITTANCE
1. Prospective Clients must be able and willing to work.

2. Persons who receive SSI or other monies are ineligible 
for our program.

3. We accept persons with felonies, but may reject an 
individual who has recent violent felonies.

4. We accept individuals with co-occurring conditions, 
but do not accept men with serious, debilitating mental 
illness not related to their addiction.

5. The Recovery program expects any person who comes 
to us for help to be honest, open-minded, and willing to 
work hard to change.

WHY GUIDING LIGHT RECOVERY?
Since settling on our current rehabilitation strategy, 68% 
of the men who complete our program are sober a year 
after walking through the door. The Recovery Program 
has an excellent and ever-improving relationship with the 
West Michigan recovery community, ensuring that men 
who complete our program are introduced to a network of 
people in recovery. Finally, no one in the area or the state 
does as good a job at treating the whole person—mind, 
body, and spirit.

CONTACT
Intake coordinator: 616-451-0236, ext. 25,  
belve@lifeonthestreet.org, or visit our web site at  
www.guidinglightrecovery.org

If you desire to rid yourself from the bondage 
of alcohol and drugs and begin a different way 
of living, Guiding Light Recovery could be the 
place for you. We provide a safe and nurturing 

environment, the beginning or renewing of your 
own personal spiritual journey, and the space and 

place to involve yourself in caring relationships 
with people who have traveled a similar path. 

YOUR COST IS YOUR COMMITMENT  
AND THE PRICE IS FREE.

WHO WE ARE
Guiding Light Recovery helps men with substance abuse 
problems achieve recovery from addiction. Our program 
is free, long-term, faith based, uses 12 step programming, 
and includes professional counseling.

WHAT WE DO
Guiding Light Recovery helps men become sober through 
a combination of spiritual, 12 step, and therapy-based 
programming. Clients complete a 7–10 day probationary 
period and then are fully admitted into the program. 
During the day, our men follow a schedule which includes 
classes on spirituality and recovery, devotions, and daily 
attendance at AA/NA meetings. After four months in the 
program, our men receive free vocational support as they 
integrate back into the workforce. In addition, graduates of 
our program are eligible to apply for transitional housing at 
Iron House, a mission-owned residential property.



THE NEED
Addiction to alcohol and drugs presents a pervasive and 
devastating public health crisis. In addition to the massive 
burden addiction places on families, the police force, 
health care facilities, and the legal and penal systems, 
addiction destroys the lives of those who live with it  
every day. 

Statistically, either you or someone you know suffers from 
a chemical addiction. This applies to every one of us: we 
are all only one degree of separation apart from this fatal, 
progressive, chronic, and incurable disease. 

Many of those afflicted require in-patient treatment in 
order to survive and recover. In Michigan alone, nearly 
50,000 individuals sought treatment for an addiction to 
alcohol or drugs in 2012. (National Survey of Substance 
Abuse Treatment Services: 2012) And the problem is 
growing. As illicit use of prescription drugs climbs and the 
intractable problem of hereditary alcoholism claims fresh 
victims, an influx of young addicts and alcoholics look for 
a place they can go to recover and reclaim their lives. 

Many of the men who come to the Guiding Light 
Mission have been in a rehabilitation program before. 
Paradoxically, this hurts their chances of recovery. 
Evidence suggests and we know from our own experience 
the odds of achieving 
long-term sobriety drop 
with every successive 
rehabilitation program 
an addict completes. 

OUR RESPONSE
The Recovery program uniquely serves the  
recovering addict

Organizationally, we are committed to a program 
developed along two complementary lines – Christian 
spirituality and practicing the 12 steps. By pursuing these 
two things simultaneously and keeping the emphasis on 
recovery, the staff and program is made stronger and 
more receptive to the needs of the men who come to 
us for help. While other programs are shackled to one, 
usually broadly clinical approach, our Recovery Program 
is free to address and redress the spiritual brokenness of 
our clients. When the client is willing this can result in a 
uniquely powerful and complete personal transformation. 

THE GAP
Through our experience we 
have found there are at least 
two distinct gaps that other 
treatment centers do not fill. One 
gap is economic. Those who 
have little or no resources cannot 
afford the long-term treatment 
they need. Though many of 
these individuals want to be 
sober and are good candidates 
for sobriety due to their level of 
desperation, they lack the money 
and insurance coverage needed 
to get treatment and therefore 
persist in their addiction. The 
other gap has to do with the 
progression of the addictive illness. 
We have found that late-stage 
addicts and alcoholics are not well-served by standard, 
shorter term, rehabilitation models. They need both 
a longer stay in a safe and secure environment and a 
more intense form of treatment combined with aftercare 
to succeed. Standard, “long-term,” models of drug or 
alcohol treatment consist of in-patient rehabilitation for 90 
days. For these men, 90 days is not long enough. These 
men also tend to be rehab repeaters who need a more 
in-depth and transformative model of recovery in order 
to succeed. They are by and large adept at appearing 
compliant, while actually getting very little help from 
standard treatment models.

Where there’s hope, there’s life.
Where there’s life, there’s possibility.
Where there’s possibility, change can occur.
—Jesse J.

“ ”

A large part of the 
Recovery program’s 

mission is to help these 
men who “fall in to the 

gap” change their lives.


